Jan-24-06 17:02 From-ROPES & GRAY LLP 



+212 596 9096 



T-993 P. 001 



F-622 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JAN 2 4 2006 



FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 



TO 


COMPANY/FIRM 


RECIPIENT FAX 


RECIPIENT PHONE 


Examiner Annan Q. Shang United States Patent and 

Trademark Office 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313 


571.273.7355 
and 

571.273,8300 


571.272.7355 


SENDER 


OATE 


SENDER'S FAX 


SENDER'S PHONE 


Adam M. Saltzman 


January 24, 2006 


646728.2966 


212.596.9256 


CLIENT 


RE: 


TIME 


PAGES {INCLUDING COVER) 


003597.0115 


U.S. Patent Application 




24 



No. 09/354,602 
Filed: July 16, 1999 
Applicants: Ellis et aL 
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ROPES & GRAY LLP 



MESSAGE 

Examiner Shang, 

Thank you for speaking with me today regarding the above-identified patent application. I greatly 
appreciate your offer to review the enclosed Mieritz reference in advance of the February 6, 2006 
deadline for payment of the issue fee. 

Applicants brought to the attention of the Examiner in an Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
mailed on August 8, 2005 the attached Mieritz reference. The reference was also listed on a Fonn 
PTO/SB/08 accompanying the IDS. The Examiner returned to applicants an initialed copy of the 
Form PTO/SB/08 with a Notice of Allowance issued in this case on November 4, 2005, However, 
the Mieritz reference had been crossed out on the initialed Form. Copies of the original and 
initialed Form PTO/SB/08 (as well as associated documents) are enclosed. 

mis communication ts inten^d <?nry for the use the addresses ami may contain information thai is prtvlEeflod and confidential, if you ere not tfte Intended recipient, you ara rveraoy 
notified diai irw unauthorized dissemination of tto communication is strictly prunitmsd. if you nave received in is communlcaitcn En error, piaase notify us immediately Dy telephone. II not 
completely received, please call back at 212.596,9300 as soon as possible. 

1ZB1 AVENUE OF THE AME8ICAS, NEW TOM, NT 1 0020 TEL 2lZ.S96.90B0 FAX Z1Z. 596. 9090 

BOSTON NEW YORK PALO ALTO SAN FRANCISCO WASHINGTON DC 
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Applicants are submitting herewith copies of the Mieritz reference and a translation of the reference. 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner review the reference in advance of the 
February 6, 2006 deadline. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner return a copy of the 
Form PTO/SB/08, as considered and initialed by the Examiner, to applicants by fax 
at 646-728-2966 or e-mail at adam.saltzman@ropesgray.com. 

We greatly appreciate your help in advancing this patent application to issuance. Should you have 
any questions, I can be reached by phone at 21 2-596-9256, as well as by fax at 646-728-2966, or by 
email at adam.saltzman@ropesgray.com. 

Thank you again for the courtesies you kindly extended. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Application Number 



Complete if Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



09/354,602 (Conf. No. 53511 
July 16, 1999 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



Michael D. Ellis 



2614 



Annan Q T Shang 



UV-115 



Examiner 
Initials' 



Cite 

NO. 1 



EP 0 478 926 B1 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code* (if Known f 



Publication Oate 
MM-DD-YYVY 



EP 0 589 068 B1 



04/08/1992 



03/30/1994 



GrundiQ 



Hiroyuki et al. 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pases. Columns, lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


— ■ and/or country where published. 
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Examiner 

Signature ' I Dats 



Considered 



, _ ] 

'EXAMINER: Jniliai if reference considered, whetfter or not citation Is in ooruormgnce with MPE p 606 brL, r, no ihr k Jh,^ u ^- 1 

consider**. Include copy of this form with ac* cwnmunfcatlon to appBcm V/K^ ? n * m ^Ormancc and not 

USPTO Patent Documents * y^w.gspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 eSrlota 2 *** Kin0s Cc ** * 

Japanese paiem documents, me indication of the year of the reign or me Er^^m^ ^J^^TT ^ ^i^Tt!*.?* 5 < WIPO S^a* ST.3). 4 For 
Dy me appropriate aymbcls as indicated on the document fM^m^SS%T wSS^SS^ItS^ FtT^^ 5 * ****** 
Translation is attached. * i . i e n possible. 6 AcpScant ts to place a check mark here if English language 

This collection Of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is rpnntrwi rum^:.. u 

USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is kerned by 3S U ScT£ anTS cfr TTZ^l^^ by , thC ^ bUc Whh * * * (and by the 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed applfcetlon form' to the USPTO Time wi/va^^S^n^^t^ ? I? ke t 2 *° complete, 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions fa ^dudna ihis" tortliT^Z 2!^^.^^ case- Any comments 

and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Be* i« 5o . AlcJr*™ °A^^ Officer, U.S. Patent 

ADDR6S5, SSND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box WSQ^Vttke^VA T^ai^soV ES °* C ° MPLET £D FORMS TO THIS 

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 7-600^70-9795 and select option 2 

Express Mail Label No. EV 61 96441 31 US 
PAGE 3/24 • RCVD AT 1/24)2006 5:18:26 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSED:+21 25969096 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0M6 




Frora-ROPES & GRAY LLP 



+212 596 9096 



T-993 P. 004/024 F-622 



PTO/Sfi/08 (07-05) 
Approved for use through 07/31/3009. 0M9 Q95VCQ31 
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Attorney Docket Number 
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UV-115 
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Cite 
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MlERrrZi Von Ren6^afld-BOCKMAfclN. Nnrhfrrt "Das Gfcseme Hotel", Periodical 








Funkschau VOL 24, po.B4^B9, 1991. 













Examiner 



Daie 

Considered 



?0 



♦EXAMINER! Initial If reference considered, whether or not CtotOO in conformance vith MPEP B09, Draw Fine tftrouflh Citation if not In conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication lo appBcanL i Applicant* unique dteUon destination number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codas or 
USPTO Patent Document* at www.nBpiB.oav or MPEP BM.M. 3 Enter Office tnat issued the document by the two-letter code (VWO Standard 5T.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of (he year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the aerial number of Via patent document, fi land of document 
By the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under W1PO Standard ST. 1 6 If possible. 6 Applicant la is place a check mart hare If Engfiah KWRuage 
Translation to aitacneo. 

This collection of trftmtttion Is required ay 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.9a The rtormation Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public Which is to Ola (and by fro 
USPTO to process) an appScaCOfi. Confidentiaiay is Governed by 35 U,S>& 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. Thfa collection b estimated to take 2 hotns to complete. 
Including patfiafftQ. pro paring, and submitting the completed appfteaGon form to the USPTO. Time «B vary depenolno upon the IndMdual case. Any commanbi 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form anoVor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be cent to the Chief information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department oi Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Akaondrie, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

ttyou /rod wstefara In complying the farm, caff 1-B0O-PTOMS9 s/tf sotecf option 2 

Express Mail Label No. EV 619644131 US 
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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

Express Mail Label No. EV 619644131 US JAN 2 4 2006 



PATENTS 
TTV-115 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
PATENT APPLICATION 

Applicants : Michael D. Ellis et al. 

Application No. : 09/354,602 Confirmation No. : 5 3 61 

Filed ; July 16, 1999 

For : INTERACTIVE TELEVISION PROGRAM GUIDE 

WITH SELECTABLE LANGUAGES 



Group Art Unit : 2614 

Examiner : Annan Q. Shang 

New York, New York 10020 
August 8, 20O5 

Mail Stop AMENDMENT 

Hon. Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to 
the following documents: 

Foreign Patent Documents 

EP 0 478 926 Bl Grundig 04/08/1992 
EP 0 589 06B Bl Hiroyuki et al . 03/30/1994 
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Non-Patent Literature Documents 

MIERITZ, Von Rene, and BOCKMANN, ltforbert, "Das 
Glaserne Hotel", Periodical Funkschau Vol. 24, 
pp. 84-89, 1991. 

These documents are listed on the accompanying 
Form SB/08 (submitted in duplicate), in accordance with 3 7 
C.F.R § 1.98(a) (2), copies of the foreign patent documents 
and non-patent literature document are enclosed herewith. 
The Grundig and Mierit2 references are not in the English 
language. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R § 1.98(a) (3) (ii) , 
applicants have enclosed copies of English- language 
translations of the Grundig and Mieritz references. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the 
patentability of the claimed invention over any of the 
information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this 
information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that this 
information may not be enabling for the teachings 
purportedly offered. 

It is respectfully requested that these documents 
be: (1) fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office 
during the examination of this application; and (2) printed 
on any patent which may issue on this application. 
Applicants request that a copy of Form SB/08, as considered 
and initialized by the Examiner, be returned with the next 
communication . 

This Statement is submitted after the mailing 
date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before 
the mailing date of any final office action under 37 C.F.R. 
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§1.113, a notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. §1.311, or an 
action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application. The Director is hereby authorized to charge 
$180,00 in payment of the fee for submission of this 
Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§1, 97(c) (2), as well as to charge payment of any additional 
fees required in connection with this Statement, or credit 
any overpayment of the same, to deposit account no. 06-1075 
(order no.: 003597-0115). A duplicate copy of this 
statement is enclosed herewith. 

Consideration of the foregoing in relation to 
this patent application is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Adam M. Saltzinan 

Reg. No. 52,188 

Agent for Applicants 

Fish & Heave IP Group 

Ropes & Gray LLP 

Customer No. 1473 

1251 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, New York 10020-llos 

Tel.: {212} 596-9000 

Fax: (212) 596-9090 
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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JAM % 4 2006 PATENTS 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicants : Michael D. Ellis et al. 

Application No. : 09/354,602 Confirmation No. : 5361 

Filed : July 16, 1999 

For : INTERACTIVE TELEVISION PROGRAM GUIDE 

WITH SELECTABLE LANGUAGES 

Group Art Unit : 2614 

Examiner : Annan Q. Strang 

Mail Stop AMENDMENT 

Hon, Commissioner for Patents 

P.O- Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATION 
Express Mail Label No. EV 619644131 US 
Date of Deposit : August 8, 2005 
I hereby certify that this certification and the 
following papers: 

1, Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
(in duplicate) ; 

2, Form PTO/SB/08 (in duplicate); 

3, Copies of three (3) cited references and two (2) 
English translations; and 

4 . Return postcard 

are being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.10 on the date indicated above and are addressed to Mail 
Stop AMENDMENT, Hon. Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandris^VA 22313-1450. 





Name 
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Docket No. uv-115 
Confirmation No. $261 
APPLICANTS Michael D. Ellis et a]. 



APPLICATION No, 09/354,602 - Filed July 16,1999 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of the 

^^mf^T^ 1 !^ ^P*™*" 1 * 1 JnfonnBtioD Disclosure Statement (m duplicate); Fom» 
PTOCT/08 (m duplicate); copies of three <3) references and two (2) English translations/ 



Dated Augusts, 2005 



Filed in connection with the above case 
* \ ,0 n M „ < Commissioner For Patents 

AMS O0359/.O135 Express Mai] Label No. EV 619644131 US 
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